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Editor’s Note: 

We start this issue with the sad news of the passing of everybody’s friend, Mal 
Darwent. A man of warmth, knowledge, unashamed friendliness, and humour. 

I worked closely with Mal on many of his crazy projects for the Shed and learned so 
much from him. 

I am privileged to call him “my mate”, and I offer my condolences to his wife and 
family. I will miss him. 

The Man he was - Mal Darwent: His profile 
I was born in Adelaide in 1943. The family moved to Melbourne 
after the 2nd World War and built a family home in Kew. I attended 
Kew Central School, then Richmond Technical School. In 1959, I 
was accepted into the P.M.G. as an apprentice carpenter in the 
postal workshops. 

After 10 years, I was ready for a change and had taken steps 
toward entering teaching through R.M.I.T. and Melbourne Teachers 
College.  
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My first posting was at Mount Beauty HS in 1970, and I never left. I spent 28 years 
there and was fortunate to extend my knowledge and interests through courses in 
manual arts. 
I married Wendy in 1972, and we had three children: Joel, Erica and Evan. The years 
passed quickly as we worked on our house and then a holiday house in Lake Tyers, 
where we spent a lot of holiday time with friends and family. 

After I retired from teaching in 1999, I did general carpentry maintenance in the 
Valley for the next 10 years. 

When the kids had grown up, we saw much more of Australia. I have developed many 
interests and spend a lot of time thinking up and working on projects, usually making 
‘silk purses out of sow’s ears’. I have no trouble keeping busy. 

I have a big shed at home but still enjoy the company of the BIG SHED at Mount 
Beauty. 

Rest In Peace, Mal, knowing that you made a difference.	
 

Kindling Production has come a long way, from hand-cutting in June 2020 to 
using our super Kindling Splitter in August 2026. The Splitter came into production in 
April 2022. 

 

From this
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From Left: Graham Behrendorff & Henry Ziemnicki 

 

 
	 	 Bruce Brereton 

Now that we are more efficient at making and selling our kindling, we’re running out 
of basic supplies, so if anyone has scrap pallets or suitable boards, please advise a 
Shed member. 

Note: Kindling production has ceased for 2026. 

 to this s
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	 Henry Ziemnicki



That URN!– The Festival Flame (1956 Olympic Games replica) 

Thanks to AGL Mount Beauty, we have become custodians of The Festival Flame. 

The Festival Flame monument in Mount Beauty represented a unique moment in the 
town's local history, installed back in 1992. 

What the Monument Represents 
Heatane Gas officially presented the Festival Flame to the Mount Beauty Chamber of 
Commerce. It was installed to permanently symbolise the partnership between three 
major pillars of the region at the time: 

• The Mount Beauty Festival: The town's local community celebration. 
• The Kangaroo Hoppet International Ski Race: Australia's international cross-

country ski marathon, which is held at Falls Creek annually. 
• The State Electricity Commission of Victoria (SECV): The state body that 

originally built and established Mount Beauty in 1946 to house workers for the 
Kiewa Hydro-Electric Scheme. 

It remained a neat piece of civic public art, linking the town's hydro-electric origins 
with its transition into a vibrant festival and snow-sports hub. 

It now resides, along with other local artifacts, outside the Men’s Shed along the 
Pondage Pathway. 
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Some history relative to the festival 
During the late 1990s and 2000s, the Festival & Music Muster was a quintessential 
alpine gathering. Held annually in late April, it centred on the styles of music that 
thrived in a high-country setting: classic country, acoustic, folk, and blues. It had 
a very relaxed, communal atmosphere. It became a major calendar event for people 
touring regional Victoria, with visitors pulling up in their campers, caravans, and 
motorhomes to spend the weekend hopping between acoustic sets, pub gigs, and 
outdoor stages. 

I had a personal attachment to the Music Muster. I entered and won the ‘one minute 
poem’ competition, with the first poem I ever wrote: 

Mount Beauty Muster 
There’s music and song, right through the day. And poets reciting, though all in a 

fluster. 
On bright sunny days, one weekend in May. If you come to the mountains, and the Mt 

Beauty Muster 

You’ll see all of our town, as you make your way round, to see all of the acts, and 
talent that’s found. 
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There’s street stalls and shops, just lots you can do, take a walk round the lake, to 
keep you fit too. 

You can drink a nice coffee, or get drunk at the club, and once day is done, have a 
dance at the Pub. 

The Muster is something, us locals hold dear. And here in Mt Beauty, hope to see you 
next year. 

	

The 1992 Festival Flame captured the town's transition— a symbolic passing of the 
torch—recognising the SECV for building the town, while celebrating the Chamber of 
Commerce, the local festivals, and the Kangaroo Hoppet for securing its future. 

It is quite something to see how a purpose-built workers' camp evolved into one of 
Victoria's most vibrant, beautiful, and friendly alpine communities. 
 

 6



Profile – Andy Lee 

I came to Australia in September 1974. My first Christmas saw 
Cyclone Tracy, and the next year we had the Dismissal. 
  
I started working in IT for an English Insurance Company. It was a 
time of punched cards, master files on reel-to-reel tapes, and 
kilobytes of storage (1024 bytes). I stayed in IT for over 40 years, 
always working on mainframe computing. I think I could still 
operate in the 1970/80s computing environment, but most of the 
rest changed so quickly that it is a bit of a blur. 

Back in 2001, after the Y2K bug projects (yes, it was a real thing!), 
Michelle and I decided to take a couple of years off. We ran a cozy accommodation 
business in Mount Beauty, which was a lovely experience. When we eventually sold it, 
we hesitated to go back to Sydney because there wasn't much work in the valley, 
especially for mainframe computer professionals. It was a time of change and new 
adventures for us.  

We came back regularly and always had an inclination to return permanently, which 
we did in January this year. 

I’m passionate about music, reading, and sports. I’ve tried many different sports over 
the years with varying levels of success. My highlights have probably been cross-
country running and track and field. Since moving back, I've become a member of 
the tennis club and also enjoy playing walking football. You might often see Michelle 
and me out for a run with our three lively whippets, which always adds some fun to 
our days.  

I joined the Men’s Shed about a month ago and have been warmly welcomed. My 
skills are a bit like my sports—I'm happy to give anything a go, even if I don’t always 
get the trade secrets right!  

Pip is mentoring me in making a guitar, and Don is keeping an eye on me while I try 
to build a beehive.  

It’s good to be back! 
 

Welcome to new members 
• Marty Erickson 
• Michael Hollonds 
• David Olle 
• Geoff Greenings 

The Shed currently has 73 members (see the full list at the end of the newsletter). 
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	 Warwick fitting a shutdown switch 

Phil Armitage with his beautifully crafted table, located in his yacht.  
He used the Shed’s CNC machine and a whole lot of skill and patience. 

 8

Don renovating an old wind-up gramophone



 

 

This little snippet landed in my Email; thought it might amuse our lady readers. 

One for the Ladies 
Husband Tech Support 

"Dear Tech Support" 
Last year I upgraded from "Boyfriend' to "Husband" and noticed a distinct slowdown 
in overall system performance, particularly in the "flower and jewellery applications", 
which operated flawlessly under "Boyfriend". 

In addition, "Husband" uninstalled many other valuable programmes, such as 
“Romance & Personal Attention", and then installed undesirable programmes such as 
"Cricket, Football, Golfing and Continuous TV". "Conversation” no longer runs, and 
"Housecleaning” simply crashes the system. 

I've tried running "Nagging" to fix these problems, but to no avail. 
What can I do? 
Signed, Desperate. 

Dear Desperate 
First, keep in mind, ' Boyfriend" is an "Entertainment Package", while 'Husband" 
is an "Operating System”, so please enter the command: "http: I 'Thought You Loved 
Me.html”, then try to download “Tears”. 

Don't forget to install the "Guilt” update. 

If that application works as designed, “Husband” should then automatically run the 
applications "Jewellery and Flowers", but remember, overuse can cause "Husband" to 
default to "Grumpy Silence, Garden Shed or Beer’, but Beer" is a very bad program 
that will download the *Snoring  Loudly Beta”. 
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Whatever you do, DO NOT install "Mother-in-law" (it runs a virus in the background 
that will eventually seize control of all your system resources). Also, do not attempt 
to reinstall the Boyfriend program. These are unsupported applications and will crash 
“Husband". 

In summary, “Husband" is a great system, but it does have limited memory and 
cannot learn new applications quickly. It also tends to work better running one task at 
a time.  

You might consider buying additional software to improve memory and performance. 
We recommend 'Food and Hot Lingerie" 

Good Luck, Tech Support" 
 

You might remember in our last ‘shed torque’ I made the following statement“	

“ I make myself do things that take no effort, rather than sit in a chair and nod”.  

My Canberra War Memorial Trip (Editor) 

Last weekend, I finally took a well-deserved break and headed to Canberra for four 
days. I spent about six hours at the War Memorial, which I hadn't visited since 1975, 
then enjoyed a peaceful walk through the Botanic Gardens. I also took a relaxing 
drive around the National Arboretum, and finished the day with a couple of light ales 
at Canberra's oldest pub. 

The War Memorial evoked mixed feelings. It’s a striking building with impressive 
displays, but it also made me reflect on whether it’s a tribute to bravery and heroism, 
or a reminder of how cruel and inhuman we can sometimes be—and sadly, that still 
continues. 

Just a few pictures tell the story. 
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	 	 My day was very  
	 	 thought-provoking. 
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Iroquois chopper ready for action



More Projects 
 

 

 

	 	 	  

	 	 A combined effort by Warwick Mitchell. And our master painter, Paul L’Huillier 

	 	 	 Don Terry with still more antique renovation material,  
	 	 	 	 	 and the old gramophone still plays.  
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I just cannot believe how much 
Talent we have in our shed. 
Michael Bauer decided Phil  
Armitage was not the only  
Guitar maker, so he  
painstakingly made his own  
(it’s Electric), but he is also  
making a fancy box to 
put it in. 

Now we are waiting for someone 
to make a drum kit, then invite 
Graham Behrendorff with his  
Accordion, and the two guitarists, 
and we will have our own 
Mount Beauty Shed Band. 

I am sure we could rustle up a  
backup group from some of our 
more Vocal Members. 
 

New Plasma Cutter 

And now a new toy to play with: a plasma cutter mounted on the foldable steel bench 
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It sparked into action! 

The Committee made a profound decision to honour Mal Darwent 
by naming our new Plasma Cutter and equipment. 
From now on, it will be known as “The Darwent” 

Still more antique renovations from Don Terry, Peter Mills & Co 
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Annual General Meeting Notice 

The 2026 AGM of the Mount Beauty & District Men's Shed is scheduled for Friday, 
18th September 2026, at the Shed, beginning at 12:00 noon. After the 
meeting, we're happy to offer lunch free of charge, and you're welcome to donate if 
you'd like. 

Click the LINKS below to read the meeting reports and documentation. 

• Agenda 
• 2025 AGM Minutes 
• President’s Report (Henry Ziemnicki) 
• Treasurer’s Report (Peter Donnan) 
• Nomination Form (if you wish to nominate, please fill in &return the form) 

Committee positions for 2026/27 
We are pleased to confirm that all positions are covered. 

Some Happenings 
1. Kindling production has ceased for the season. 
2. Our new Plasma Cutter (named The Darwent) is now functional. 
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An old Porter's Trolley 
Bruce Brereton renovated it, and it is 

now for sale on Facebook.

https://mountbeautymensshed.org.au/wp-content/uploads/Agenda-AGM-2026-docx.pdf
https://mountbeautymensshed.org.au/wp-content/uploads/Minutes-2025-agm.pdf
https://mountbeautymensshed.org.au/wp-content/uploads/Presidents-Report-MBMS-inc-2026.pdf
https://mountbeautymensshed.org.au/wp-content/uploads/Financial-Report.pdf
https://mountbeautymensshed.org.au/wp-content/uploads/Nomination-form-2026.docx


3. We have the large AGL URN now displayed at the Shed (1956 Olympic Games 
replica).  

4. We'll organise a working bee soon to clear out the Storage Shed and build wood 
racks. 

5. The Shed Survey pointed out several areas where we can improve, and we're 
excited to start working on some of these improvements soon. 

6. The September Shed Torque will be published next week. Thanks, Irvin, for the 
work you do on this. 

7. Donations - we have been offered tools/equipment from a number of people 
recently. 

8. Get Online Week Workshop, Thursday 29th October from 10:30 am to 2 pm at 
the Shed. The Shed received a grant to run this; it is free, and the NH Centre 
provides morning tea and lunch. Don’t miss it! 

9. Metal Bender — We have just received this piece of machinery costing 
$4,000.00. Funds provided via a grant. 

See you at the meeting. 

Regards 
Paul L’Huillier 
 

Our Supporters 
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Final Words 

Vale Mal Darwent -Thoughts from “The Shed” 

A peaceful man, so humble, respected in our shed by all, 

His help was there for anyone; all you had to do was call. 

The shed is filled with projects that came from his ideas, 

He will never be forgotten; his mark is there for years, 

You are lucky to have known him,  

this man of many parts. 

Now he has passed in peace, and left a  

hole in all our hearts, 

Condolences to Wendy, Erica, Evan and Joel 

Editor – Irvin Beeston 2026 

Membership List following…. 
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2025/26 Membership List (Total of 73) 
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Names in bold are Life Members.

Alpine FM - 96.5 
Your Community Radio Station 

Needs your support! 

Join as a member: Click this 
LINK:<https://www.alpinefm.org.au/
get-involved/membership/> 

• Membership Options*

★ Student/Concession – $10
★ Individual – $15
★ Couple/Family – $20
★ Business/Community Org. – $30
•

https://www.alpinefm.org.au/get-involved/membership/
https://www.alpinefm.org.au/get-involved/membership/

	Vale Mal Darwent -Thoughts from “The Shed”

